NEWS OF THE CHURCHES. 


THE MONTH. 


State is assuming new proportions, and increasing daily in intensity and violence. 
The Lower House of the Prussian Diet bas of late been the scene of stormy conten- 
tions and debates, in which the vehemence of the language and the impassioned 
energy of the speakers have seldom been equalled, and never, we should think, sur- 
passed, in the annals of parliamentary warfare. The immediate occasion for this 
outbreak of aggravated wrath has been the introduction of the Withdrawal of Sab. 
sidies Bill, by which the Romish Church in Prussia is virtually disendowed, and, 
to that extent, deprived of national, or at least compulsory support. This significant 
and most important measure has been avowedly brought forward by the Prussian 
Cabinet as a Bill of pains and penalties to be inflicted on the Romish clergy for their 
determined and persistent disobedience to the laws, and their avowed rebellion against 
the civil power and authority. It has been defined by Prince Bismarck himself, in 
a recent parliamentary oration, as a Bill for freeing the ratepayers of Prussia from 
the obligation of “ salarying those Jesuits who are fighting against Germany " itself. 
A more suggestive or a stronger definition could not have been given, and the fact 
that such language is employed by the Imperial Chancellor of Germany indicates the 
uncompromising animosity, the utterly undisguised antagonism of their respective 
purposes and aims, now subsisting between the Government and the adherents of 
the Papal power. The Romish priesthood are in a state of open warfare with the 
State authorities The Pope, by his own express “apostolical” power, has declared 
the ecclesiastical laws to be invalid, and commends the bishops for resisting their 
enforcement. The Roman clergy in the Rhenish villages will not allow photographs 
of the Emperor to be distributed amongst the children of their schools; and a work 
of fiction recently published at Mentz compares the state of Christians in Germany 
at the present time to that of Christians in Rome during the persecution of the 
Emperor Diocletian! The Bill of Dr. Petri, now before the Prussian Parliament, 
confirms the Old Catholics*in the claims they have advanced to a share in Church 
revenues. It is stated that the yearly sum of which the Romish bishops and clergy 
will be deprived by the Governmental Bill amounts to 180,000/., or 15,000. as the 
average, for each of the twelve dioceses into which Prussia is divided. Had the 
conflict of the priesthood with the State not already reached the point beyond which 
concession or retractation is impossible, such a prospect might have made the clergy 
pause; bat the last Encyclical has for ever closed the door against submission or 
retreat in every form. Prince Bismarck himself, from his place ii Purliament, avows 
his belief that as regards any hope of bringing back the clergy to obedience, the 
measure will be absolutely futile. No less, however, he contends, is it the duty of 
the State to mark by this enactment its sense of the evil of priestly resistance to 
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a Liberal, and Professor of History at Bonn, freely conceded the principle now 
constantly asserted by the Ultramontanes, that the claims of the State must be 
subordinated to those of conscience and of God; but that principle, he maintained, 
did not in any way apply to the war now being waged between the priesthood and 
the Government. This view was afterwards emphasized by Prince Bismarck him- 
self, who affirmed that, so far from the present conflict involving any question be- 
tween the obedience due to God and that owing to the State, it was simply a question 
whether the Pope, under the plea of religion, was to be obeyed rather than the laws. 7 
There have not been wanting indications, during the fierce contentions now s0 rife 
in Prussia, that some of the so-called “ Ultra-Lutherans,” noted for their attachment 
to despotic principles in polities and to High Church notions in religion, are inclined 
to sympathize with the Papal party rather than the Government ; and their views 
found expression in the speech of Dr. von Gerlach, who charged it on the Protestants 
that their excessive opposition to the Ultramontanes proceeded from a secret infi- 
delity, and a tendency to exalt the State into a god. To this charge Prince Bis- 
marck’s speech was a reply, and it told with powerful effect upon his hearers. He 
maintained that, in curbing the arrogance of the clergy, protecting the people from 
their oppressions and encroachments, and upholding the supremacy of the law and — 
the independence of the State, he was, in his own judgment, serving God better than 
many who profess to speak in His name and with His authority. In this spirit does 
the battle still continue. The gravity of the crisis is indeed great, and the issues no 
one can foresee. We learn that the Prussian Envoy at the Court of King Victor 
Emmanve! having been instructed to inquire as to the views of the Italian Government 


- in relation to the pretensions of the Vatican, has been informed that Italy sympathizes 


with Germany in her struggle with the Pontiff, but that, bound by the guarantees 
she has given to Europe, she cannot interfere, as regards his ecclesiastical supremacy, 
with his perfect liberty of action, A striking comment this on the assertion of the — 
Ultramontanes, that the Pope is nothing but a prisoner! As regards his spiritual 
rule, he is clearly and absolutely frec; and Europe, to her cust, finds that, though 
shorn of his temporal dominion, he still is enough of a sovereign to kindle a con- 
flagration which the most powerful statesman on the Continent has as yet been 
unable to subdue. 3 - 


The French Assembly has, during the last month, addressed itself an wo 
wearied application to the task of elaborating for the nation a constitution with 
some prospect of stability. The Republic may now be regarded as existing not in 
name only, but in fact. Its essential conditions have been settled, the excitement 
attending its first promulgation has passed away, and the various partiés in the 
State through whose coalition it was gained, are now, with commendable self- 
restraint, working in concert to realize the practical advantages to be secured by its 
attainment. On the whole, things look more promising for France. A moderate 
form of government, of the LiberalConservative type, has been successfully 
established. A constitution designed to insure to the people the blessings both of 
order and of freedom has been called into existence, and it now only remains that 
those whose self-abnegation has made that a reality which, but three months since, 
seemed to be impossible, should continue in the course on which they have entered, 
and persevere in the completion of the work they have begun. A good work un- 


_doubtedly it is, for until lately it seemed as if conflicting passions and prejudices had 


rendered a permanent government, resting on rational foundations, almost an im- 
possibility in France. We are glad now to have this opinion dispelled, and to be 
able to entertain hopes respecting the future of our neighbours acroxs the Channel 
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which require only on their part the continued exercise of that prudence and good 
sense which have inspired them, to be speedily and abundantly fulfilled. 


The accession of King Alfonso has not as yet’ brought peace and tranquillity 
to Spain. It seems but too probable that the young monarch will be made the 
tool of the reactionary party, who appear to be swaying the courisels of the Govern- 
ment, and to be gaining the upper hand in all the departments and offices of, State. 
Meanwhile the Carlists are not effectively subdued ; the country is harassed and 
exhausted by incessant guerilla warfare ; its trade and commerce languish, its people 
are impoverished, and ite exchequer well-nigh empty ; with no prospect, apparently, 
of any change in the political condition of the country whereby improvement might 
be brought about. Other nations accept established facts ; the minority submits to 
the majority. Royalists and Republicans alike will subordinate their theories to 
the interests of the community at large; and mutual concession, as regards both 
constitutional and administrative questions, is always the order of the day. France 
has sometimes been an exception to this rule, but in France just now we see the 
conflicting parties in that nation also adopting a policy of reciprocal concession, and 
subordinating the interests of party to the general well-being of the State. Until 
_ country are not likely to abate. 


The creation by the Pope, at a juncture like the present, of no less than six new 
cardinals (with five others in petto or reserve), is a proceeding which, amongst the 
Ultramontane party more especially, is invested with immense importance. It not 
only clearly indicates, by the selection made, the tone and temper of the Vatican, 
but it may have a very material bearing on the election of a future Pontiff. The 
Pope has shown by his conduct in this matter that he regards it from a point of 
view by no means exclusively Italian. England, America, Prussia, and Belgium 
sbare amongst them the honour which the réd hat of a cardinal is reputed to confer. 


Two only of the new dignitaries are Italians by birth. The distinction bestowed , 


upon Archbishop Manning is such as his zeal on behalf of the present Pope, and his 
warm advocacy of the Ultramontane policy, so long paramount at the Vatican, fully 
entitles him to receive. But the nomination of Ledochowski, the imprisoned 
Archbishop of Posen, is still more significant, and plainly shows the inflexible and 
unyielding temper of the Pontiff, and his fixed resolve to -carty on with unabated 
animosity and bitterness his conflict with the State in Germany. That, indeed, is 
also manifest enough from his last Ericyclical, addressed to the Romish Episcopate 
in Prussia. In this high-sounding effusion not only are the Prussian ecclesiastical 
laws declared absolutely null and void, but the bishops are warmly commended for 
their resistance to them hitherto, and stimulated to renewed and intensified opposi- 
tion to their enforcement in the future. Under these circumstances the suppression 
of this inflammatory document by the Government of Berlin, and the rigorous 
penalties inflicted on those ecclesiastics who venture to circulate it, whether surrep- 


‘ The simultaneous introduction into Parliament of two measures in respect of 
the Episcopate, has occasioned much remark. Lord Lyttelton’s Bill for increasing 
the number of the bishops seemed to be the signal for the appearance of the Govern- 
mental measure, which proposes to create a new bishopric, that of St. Alban's, and 
to readjast the sees of London, Winchester, and 
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The Bill of Lord Lyttelton is not taken up by the Cabinet, as its author, it appears, 
expected it to be; and this circwmstance, together with the coldnem with which it 
has been received by the bishops themselves, has occasioned amongst its supporters 
no sma.| dinsatisfaction. The chief and more immediate object of the scheme is to 
create a bishopric of Cornwall, and it also provides for the erection of other new 
bisvoprics from. time to time, as occasion may arise. It is urged on behalf of the 
Bill that it will not impair the dignity or the prestige of the present occupants of 
sees, and that it is no reflection on their industry or their capacity to discharge the 
wany duties of the responsible positions which they fill. The areas of some dioceses 
are manifestly too large fur the effective supervision of a single bishop. On the other 
hand, it is contended that the scheme makes no adequate provision for the endow- 
ment of the seee it proposes to create, and that, to compensate for this deficiency, it 
is desirable that a clause shouid be inserted empowering the Ecclesiastical Commis- 
xioners to provide a portion of the funds Objection is also taken to the provision 
which vests in the Crown the absolute appointment of the new bishops, when no 
capitular bodies exist by whom they may be chosen. In such cases, it is argued, the 
power of election should resi:Je with the archdeacons and the rural deans. The 
St. Alban’s Bill will, no doubt,*he carried by the Government ; whether Lord Lyt- 
telton’s measure, however well intentioned, will be equally successful, remains a 
matter of uncertainty. 


It was not, of course, to be supposed that the Pastoral on Ritualism, addressed 
by all the Archbishops and Bishops (with two notable exceptions) to the clergy and 
laity of the Church of England, would or could meet with the entire or general ap- 
proval even of but one of the great parties into which the Church is now divided. 
Any authoritative expression of opinion, any words of counsel, warning, or reproof 
emanating collectively from an Episcopate itself divided in judgment on the great 
questions on which Church parties are at isue, must of necessity be of the nature of - 
a compromise, and buat very imperfectly represent the individual convictions of the 
prelates by whom it is subscribed. Bearing this in mind, there is perhaps more 
occasion for surprise that the documént which is now attracting such general atten- 
tion and remark should be as outspoken as it is on the subject of thé Romanizing 
tendencies of a large proportion of the clergy, and the avowed determination of many 


of these same clergymen not only to disregard, but absolutely to defy the law,—than _ | 
that it does not denounce more faithfully and fearlessly the downright Romish doc- ~— 


trives which so many of these clergy teach, and the attempts they are making to 
bring the people of this country into slavish subjection to clerical authority. Indi- 
vidual bishops may speak out freely and fully their personal opinions; but the epis- 
copal body, in any combined utterances, must surrender, or at least ignore, some 
part of its convictions in order to find adequate expression for the rest. Unsatis- 
factory, therefore, in some respects, as we consider this Pastoral, it is yet a great point 
gained to have Ritualistic excesses, as such, publicly rebuked by almost the entire 
body of the ecclesiastical rulers of the Church. The points on which the Bishops 
have found it pessible to unite are practically three. They have agreed to rebuke 
emphatically the introduction of doctrines and practices repugnant to Holy Scripture 
and to the principles of the English Church, as authoritatively set forth at the Refor- 
mation ; all such innovations by the clergy in the mode of conducting public worship 
as may be offensive or distasteful to their parishioners, ‘and tend, consequently, to 
excite in them feelings of suspicion: and distrust; and all refusals by the clergy to 
obey legitimate authority, whether that of their own bishops or of the laws of this 
“Church and realm,” as authoritatively interpreted by the decisions of the duly 
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constituted courts. On this point, as is patural, great stress is laid, since 
resistance strikes at the foundations of the Church, aud submissing is involved: 
in the very idea of episcopacy itself. Whilst, however, maintaining the neces- 


points, He also takes exception to that part of the Pastoral which regards certain 
matters of outward form and ceremonial as having in themselves no doctrinal signi- 


allusion to the castward position; and he conclades his objections to the address » 
issued by his episcopal brethren by urging that it deals in indofinite generalities, 
which those implicated may easily evade, and that it is chargeable with feeblenes 
throughout. The dissent of the Bishop of Salisbury, and his refusal to sign the 
Episcopal Pastoral, is based upon grounds the very opposite of these. In his view, the 
address is too severe, exaggerates probably to some extent the evils it condemns; and, 
even supposing those evils not to be over-stated, is injudicious, as tending to irritate 
rather than to soothe, and to confirm the impression, which Dr, Moberly regards as 

‘ most injurious, that the legislation of last year was directed against the whule of 
the High Church party, and against that party only. What may be the effect 
of the combined Pastoral ix, as yet, hard to be foreseen. The Bishops hive 
long been blamed for their inaction, and the feeling of the Jaity is that some such 
manifesto should long since have been promulged. That it might then have been 
far more operative, who can venture to deny? Yet some result, even now, it 
undoubtedly must have. It has been issued at the present juncture in anticipation 
- of the time, now so near at hand, when the Public Worship Bill shall have the force 
of law. It may be taken asa pledge that the Bishops generally, on whom the admin- 
istration of that law. will mainly be devolved, will at least-festrain, even in High 
Church dioceses, the more flagrant excesses and extravagances of the Romanizing 
party. It may also induce some, more especially of the laity, who have gone very 
far Romewards, to pause and reconsider their position, Such persons have most 
frequently been trained in reverence for established authority, and with high ideas of 
the functions and rights of the episcopate, and will consequently pay more regard 
to the utterances of their ecclesiastical chiefs than do those clergymen who, with 
singular inconsistency, whilst vaunting their apostolic succession, pour contempt on 
the injunctions and counsels of the very men through whom, according to their own 
theory, that succession is exclusively conveyed. 


Those who anticipated that the visit of the American evangelists to London 
would awaken and sustain an interest not less intense and general than that which 
has attended their ministrations in the provinces, have certainly no ground for dis- 
appointment. Their cordial reception by the religious public; the hearty weloume 
accorded them by many of the leading ministers ; the just appreciation of their 
motives and their efforts by far the greater portion of the press ; and, above all, the 


“vast majority” of the clergy are still thoroughly loyal to the discipline and 
teaching of the Church. This is one of the points on which the Bishop of 
Durham differs from his colleagues. But the great defect of the Pastoral, from 
the Evangelical point of view, is its omission of all specific reference to the 
doctrine of the real presence and the practice of auricular cunfession. These, more 
than any other of the usages and tenets of the Romanizing party, tend to subvert 
the first principles of Protestant Christianity, and to substitute the religion of the 
priest for that of the Bible and the Saviour. Dr. Baring emphatically declares that 
no protest against Romish teaching can be effective which ignores these fuodamenta! 
ficance, maintaining tliat these matters, by both the great parties in the Church, 
| have ever heen regarded as symbolic. The Bishop, iu these remarks, makes special 
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of their supporters. ‘Doubtless mapy frequent their 
meetings from & natural desire to see the men who, in every city, have been: such 


which they may be saved, from a longing for religious rest and peace, from a belief 


guidance, and for prayer ; nor can any candid observer doubt that the most salutary 
and permanent effects will be produced. Our American brethren have come to wage 
war aguinst the worldliness, the indifference, the ungodliness and sin, which, in our 
great cities more especially, are so patent; and to make known the one great remedy 
for all these evils—the lever which alone has power to raise and to ennoble mankind. 
This they do with all simplicity, fidelity, and force. To some of their modes of pro- 
cedure, to certain of their forms of speech, no doubt exception may be taken. As 
public men, and that in an especial sense, they are open to criticism, and criticism 
they assuredly receive ; but their thorough sincerity, their unaffected fervour, their 
indomitable energy and zeal, disarm all hostile opposition. No more potent testi- 
mony could be borne either to the men themselves or to the disin‘erested nature of 
their work, than that which we quote in another column from the leading organ of 
public opinion in Great Britain. Hostility to that work is felt, of course, in many 


" quarters ; it cannot be otherwise. It always has been so with God’s own work, and 


always will be till the hearts of all men turn to the Lord. But the fact that this 
hostility is veiled, and, as regards these honoured evangelists, scarcely permitted 
to appear, is one of the most significant and remarkable features of the movement 
they have set on foot ; it testifies that God is with them of a truth. All the circam- 
stances of their case, indeed, combine to prove that before them He himself now 
sets an open door—a door which none can shut. What, then, should be the course of. 
all true Christians in relation to their mission—what the conduct it behoves them 
to pursue? Not, we may be sure, to regard their proceedings as infallible, or them- 
selves as above all counsel, censure, or advice; but to co-operate with them heartily 
and lovingly, giving suggestions or warnings where such may be required, and 
sustaining them throughout their manifold and arduous Jabours by unwearied effort, 
unreserved sympathy, and fervent supplication at the throne of grace. | 
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multitudes who throng to their services, and listen with eager interest to their 
centres of attraction, whose names have now 
and who, wherever they have gone, have wrought a work so manifestly owned and 
blessed of the Most High. No doubt, also, a large proportion of their hearers consists 7 
of earnest believers in the only Saviour of men, who warmly sympathize with their 
objects, and go to sustain them, so far as may 
Such, of course, is especially the case at the noon-day yer-meetings at Exeter 
| Hall. But of the thousands who nightly crowd the immense edifice at Islington, it 
| that the faith which animates these evangelists prompts their untiring ex 
| must be the true faith—the faith which is of God. When, too, we recollect the 
special efforts previously made, both hy house-to-house visitation and other means, 
to bring undecided souls within the sound of Mr. Moody's voice, that hope is 
| strengthened and confirmed. Nor are the services without their immediate and 
| result. E at their close, hundreds remain for instruction, for 
3 | | | 
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FRANCE. 


[From our own Correspondent. } 

THE NEW. CONSTITUTION 
is voted, and France is again allowed to try a 
repablican form of government duly con- 
stitated.. Funds rose with a bound, and the 
vision of stability brought animation, and 
hope, long delayed, is grasped eagerly by many. 
But by far the majority of the nation regard 
the new constitution as but a second arch of 
the bridge over a time of anarchy, only to 
lead us to some other form, probably a third 


close on the 31st of March. The Rationalists, 
in open rebellion against the Synod, have 
followed the Consistory of Nimes, and remain 
resolute, It is a curious fact that the simple 
Protestants in most of the “Liberal” parishes 
have not the remotest idea of the true 


fession of Faith into “auricular confession,” 
etc, and the ignorant are worked up into 


itself out; and all who need comfort in sorrow 
or sickness claim her presence. In the Pro- 
testant villages of the South, men are exceed- 


very springs of life, and Ezekiel xv. wad 
be its fate but for the renewed mercies of 
the Lord. 


ES 


ingly scarce in the churches, and the true 
Huguenot is often represented by such women. 
On looking at the vineyards, it is painful in 
the extreme to see cart-load after cart-load of 
splendid oki vine-stocks, in fuil produce, sent 
into the cities for fuel. Even so the Church. 
The wild beast of the field once destroyed it, 
but it was visited and planted anew, and now 
a hidden foe has surreptitiously attacked the 
Empire. 
The change of Ministry and intense political 
interest of the time delay the settlement of 
the The Orthodox minority in most of the 
REFORMED CHURCH. churches have met, and are preparing legal 
It is difficult to discern any change in the | elections for the month of April. The Go- 
exceedingly painful and false position of all | vernment writes to the Moderator of the 
parties. The elections are to come off the 
second fortnight in April; the ground... . My decision as to 
annulled elections remains entire, and you | 
ee urch who are willing to conform | 
state of things. They are in the grossest a: .» + Those members of 
manner deceived. By an unworthy play terial Council and the Consistory 
upon names and words, the Synod is turned | who will have persisted in ignoring my de- ‘ 
into a “Popish Council,” and the Con-| cision without taking the proper legal course 
indescribable indignation against the Syn . 
and the Orthodox, as overturning the old ‘ 
Huguenot faith, and bringing in a new religion | preparing to register their elections, which 
leading right into Popery. As the prayers | they purpose sending up to the Government, ; 
remain unchanged, and the Bible is read and | together with lists of non-electors who adhere ; 
the pealms are sung, the hearers are too to the anti-synodal movement. The question 
untaught and too unconcerned spiritually to | of temporalities is complex and difficult. The 
3 discern the lifeless doctrines of their pastors | Orthodox declare themselves ready to divide 
from the living Word of God; and who can equitably when the time is come for separa- 
they trust but their pastors? In one depart-| tion, and are making the fact thoroughly 
ment the thirty-three pastors are all such, known ; but the Rationalists deny this, and 
for the food obtain and the reading representing themselves as martyrs, | 
feeding on the Saviour’s Word, life radiates. has treated the Orthodox roughly, both in its | 
It is sometimes a single one in a village, a chronicle and in a special article. Where party 
woman standing firm on her Saviour’s Word | 
as on a rock, a monument of divine grace, | the Spirit of is grieved, even where truth | 
converted long receiving strength and | is the object of the sharp contention. Osher | 
qrowth, papers take up the question, and columns are 


case would such a return to semi-Romanism 
be borne with; but the pastor is persevering 
. with simplicity, resolved to give full time to 


The Lord is continuing to shed new bless- 
ingson his thirsting children. Strasburg, 
Nyrons, Bordeaux (Dréme), Die, have hai 
their seasons of true solid refreshment ; and 
at Montauban, with its 


4 


solicitude had been felt and shown for the 
seat of the Faculty, and in no place was there 
so little discussion, and consequently such an 
opening to receive the blessing. The meet- 
ings at Marseilles follow those of 

and those of Geneva followed close upon 
those of Locle. 

_ One of the tangible results of the blessings 
received in these gatherings is the reality of 
divine love which flows from the Saviour— 
whose full, perfect salvation is evermore 
clearly manifested by the power of the Spirit 
_ into the hearts of believers, and overflows 
all distinctions of man’s devising. Brotherly 
love abounds, the Alliance is a fact, and heart 
union sees no barriers between brethren. 

A RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 

_ Among the annoyances evangelists may now 
be subjected to, showing the need of the pro- 
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id 
-|may be mentioned the case of Dedien, «n 


the law rejative to meetin 


evangelist in the Var. In ,February, 1874, 
of meetings he had been aceus- 


house of M. 


is that of 1834. Two authorizations are 
necessary ; one from the prefect for the meet- 
ing itself, and theother from the mayor for the 
room in which it is held. ~ 

THE LETTER OF THE SCOTCH STCDENTS 
to the Paris students was read to a mixed 
gathering of them by Professor Rosseeaw 
St. Hilaire ; other professors and pastors spoke 
after him, but their voices were drowned by | 
clamou?. We believe that no disrespect was in- 
tended to their Scotch frienda. The lady who 
had brought the letter from Scotland, and who 
has for a long time past had the Paris stu- 
dents’ welfare at heart, was received with 
marked respect, all rising when she entered 
the hall. The results of the meeting promise 
to be favourable. An apology has been made 
for the turbulent youths, and others are will- 
ing to listen, 

The Rev. R. W. M‘All has opened his 
twelfth place of meeting, in this instance near 
the central markets of Puris. It will aleo be 
used as a fifth soldiers’ meeting by Mr. Pearse. 

THE WORK OF TWO SISTERS. 

An English lady has now gone to her rest, 
having lately died at Auxerre, closely follow-. 
ing her sister, who with herself had worked 
for the Lord above thirty years in that place. 
True veneration surrourias the name of the 
Misses Vines. It was many years ago that, 
by medical advice, the sisters spent their first . 
winter in the South; on returning, they stopped 
at Auxerre for a night. The invalid took a. 
fever, which brought her nigh to death. Not 
a Christian Protestant could be found in the 
place ; and in the desolation of spirit brought 
on by Icneliness and bodily weakness, the 
uttered by.the sick oné was, “Lord, suffer 
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filled with bitter remarks, We believe t 

separation of the Orthodox and the Ratioval 
ista, both to Le paid by the State, would not 
Le absolately against the inclination of the 
Government ; the difficulty lies in the prece- tomed to hold since 1868 in the EN 
dent it would give. | Paulet was called in question. They were 

THE LOTHERAN CHURCH IN AL*ATIA the subject of proceedings at Draguignan, and 
is taught by 250 pastors, of whom about | Dedien was condemned to the sinallest por- 
eighty are sincerely attached to the Gospel. sible fine—viz., sixteen francs. The Public 
A few years beck—when, as in the Reformed | Prosecutor appealed against the sentence as 
Church of France, religious questions were not severe enough, and the affair came before 
less clearly defined, and latitudinariqnism | the Court of Aix, which simply confirmed the 
prevailed rather thaa strong contention—e decision. The Court of Cassation was ap- 
little group of five pastors held high and firm pealed to, and the affair was sent before the 
the banner of Orthodoxy and of the Confes- | tribunal of Nimes, The parties being un- 
sion of Augsburg. willing to excite unnecessary irritation, were 

The Lutherans are loud in approbation of | absent, but wrote a respectful letter to the 
M. Bersier’s experiment of a liturgy, crosses, | Court, The sixteen francs’ fine was confirmed 
and stained glass representations of our Saviour. | against the evangelist, and a similar fine pro- 
He has relinquished singing the Creed, but nounced against the owner of the house. The 
the large congregation has not yet taken an law to which religious meeting» are submitted 
active part in the service, leaving it to the | 
choir. The organ of the Free Church declares | 
that nothing but the talent of the pastor | 
attracts the people, and that in no — 
the experiment, willing to relinquish the 
liturgical service if experience shows it to ~ 
be unedifying to the congregation. : 

RELIGIOUS REVIVAL. 
students, with about fifty pastors from the 
environs, the meetings for bumilistion and 
consecration were remarkably solemn. Much 
\ \ 


Apel 


me not to die in Anxerre!” But after her 
cure apd return to England, another feeling 
sprang up fresh and stronz—a yearning of 
compassionate love for the souls of the 
Auxerrvis, which ended in the sisters giving 
up everything at. home and going to reside 
there. By simple conversation and quict 
cireulation of tracts and the Scriptures, by 
kindness and Christian life, they began their 


work ; colporteur after culporteur were claimed | i 


hy them from societies, but the work was a dis- 
couraging one, an] any retired disheartened. 
Perseverance, however, prevailed, and church, 
pastor schools at length were needed and 
obtai Conversions rejoiced the workers, 
and their oft-repeated prayer waa, “ Lord, let 
us live and die in Auxerre, in the midst of 
thy work!” It was granted, and the two 
sisters are now resting from their deeply self- 
denying and prolonged labours in the pre 
sence of the Lord of the harvest. It would 
ve peculiarly interesting to note the many 
unobtrusive quiet workers of this kind whose 
hearts have been stirred up for France in 
various parts, and who, in God's providence, 
have been led to dwell amongst us and be- 
come hidden springs of blessing. They are 
far more numerous than is supposed. May 
they increase a hundred-fold! 


A REMARKABLE TRIAL, 
disclosing some of the abominations of the 
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priests. From February, 1872, to March, 
1874, Vidal realized 51,444 fr. by trading in 


ordinary masses at 89 centimes a-piece. His — 


total gains, therefore, must have been enor- 
mous, Asa result of the present trial, he is 
sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment, includ- 
ing previous sentences which he had not 
undergone, to a fine of 3,000fr., and to ten 
years’ deprivation of social rights. Houmean 
was sentenced to three years’ imprisonment 
and a fine of 1,000fr., and Lacombe, who has 


escaped, tu two years’ imprisonment and a 


fine of 500 fr. 


SPAIN. 
~ PERILS OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 


Oran, Algeria, March, 1875. 
Events succeed each other in Spain with 
extraordinary rapidity, and one decree follows 
another in hot haste, in order to undo all 
that was achieved by the revolution, the good 
no less than the bad, and to restore matters 
to the condition they were in under the reign 


of Isabella, so infamously notorious by the | ing 


condemnation of readers of the Bible as felons 
of the darkest hue. But Spain is the land of 
anomalies and sudden changes by military 
pronunciamientos, atid it is but natural to 
expect of the son of Isabella that he would 
endeavour to tread in the footsteps of such an 
exemplary mother, in so far as he has a voice 
in public matters. It did not, therefore, 
surprise anybody that one of the firet acts 
of his Ministerio. Regencia should be to restore 
everything to the He has to com- 
pete for their good-will and the favour of the 


Papal Curia with his relative, Don Carlos, 
who claims to be the legitimate master of the 


Spanish people, and the rightful defender of 


the Church of the Inquisition, the Syllabus, 
and the Pope’s infallibility, And the priests 
are too wise in their generation, and would 
be esteemed great fools by their partizans if 
they did not take the fullest advantage of 
the return of such good fortune. “ Now or 
never” is evidently their maxim, little think- 
of the reaction which their insatiable 
ambition and lust of power may produce. 
But Popery has for years past been labouring 
under judicial blindness, and seems incapaci- 
tated frum casting a glance at coming events,— 
so unlike the sagacity which characterized it 
for long ages. It is stakingall forall. . 
Having occupied so muth space in this 
month's Evangelical Christendom with tbe 
narrative of late occurrences at San Fernando, 
it is not my intention to pass in review all 
the acts of the present Government bearing 
on religious liberty, but I will limit these lines 
to calling attention to two decrees, which go 
far to confirm the apprehensions I expressed 


in my last paper.) I disclaim being any- | 
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Romen Catholic system, has lately occupied t 
the Tribunal Correctionnel of Paris, Three : 
ex-prieste— Vidal, Houmeau, and Lacombe— 
were charged with unauthorized traffic in 
moneys paid fur celebrating masses; and it 
came out in evidence that there exists a 
system Ly which any one desiring to have 
a mass said for the repose of the soul of a 
relative or friend can go to certain agencies 
a Paris, pay his money, and insure the cele- ) 

bration in any desired parish in France. J 
The accused priests established a fictitious ; 
society called the Union Internationale, which 
combined the business of an insurance com- 
pany, the publishing of books, a furniture 1 
agency, avd the issuing of twelve religious ; 
newspapers and periodicals, The principal ; 
victimes of these swindlers were country | 

| 
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| hear that he is meeting with good success. 
The two decrees I refer to weve issued on 
the 7th and 9th ult. One deals with the 


right of public meetings, the other with the 


law of civil marriage. The first prohibits all 
assemblies, without official authorizations, of 
more than twenty persons, whether in the 
open air or in any building which is not the 
habitual residence of all of them. All such 
meetings, if attempted, must be immediately 
dispersed. But the decree, while exempting 
from its operations religious processions out 
of doors or in churches, aswell as theatrical 
and other public spectacles, says not a word 
to protect the opening of new places of Pro- 
testant worship. Hitherto it has sufficed to 
announce in writing to the local authorities 
that such a place would be opened for evan- 
gelical worship on such a day ; “bat now, 
according to this decree, it will be necessary 
to obtain permission beforehand. Doubtless 
the decree has in view political gatherings 


principally, but I suspect that more than that 


is intended, and that local authorities will 
take advantage of this decree to prevent the 
opening of any new place of worship, either 
by dispersing the congregation and shutting 
the place up, if permission is not sought 
previously, or by refusing authorization, if 
asked for. 

The other decree, preceded by an unnsu- 
ally lengthy preamble, legalizes all the mar- 
riages celebrated in the Popish churches in 
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defiance of the law, restores to them the right 


are now pastors of Evangelical Churches. 
It renders their position a most painful one, 


descendants of Inq 
the slow death-inflicting dungeons of 
episcopal palaces, 

The preamble to this decree speaks of the 
non-Catholics—that is, the Spanish Pro- 
testants—as ‘insignificant in numbers, and 
hardly worthy of any consideration. Alas! 
had the wide and effectual door which Pro- 
vidence opened been more fully and effectu- 
ally entered into and improved—had some 


of monrying according to law, 
anvuls marriage, except for “ bad 
Catholics who ate subject to ecclesiastical 
censure and penalties, and are unworthy to 
receive the Church's benediction.” 

Were this all, it would not signify mach; 
but there is in it something much more 
serious, inequitable, and evil in the extreme. 

rary charge of the church at San Fernando, 

to accompany him to the Consul in Cadiz, to 

solicit his good offices for his re-instalment in 

office! This act of justice is due, however, to our 

Ambassador's persistent claim for the punish- 

ment of the offenders ; but it remains to be seen 

whether the Government will compensate us 

for the great losses inflicted on us by being de- 

ptived of the use of our property for a whole | that those born afterwards will be consi 

year. Dou Angel Fernandez, an ex-priest, is | illegitimate. This is a terrible blow, aimed 
now in charge of the San Fernando station, and | directly at those priests who, having been con- 
Pe | 220 it seems to me that the only alternative 

/ which the decree places before them, if they 
are to escape pains and penalties, is self- 
expatriation! Besides, the decree seems to 
take for granted that these ex-priests are 
still subject to canon law and ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction. If so, we shall, | fear, soon 
hear of imprisonments and cruelties that will 
arouse the indignation of the whole civilized 
world. It is clearly evident that the Inqui- 
sition still lingers in Spain. I have not 
erred, therefore, in entreating my fellow- 
members of the Alliance not to wait till they 
shall have again to plead for the banishment 
of batches of Matamoros, instead of sending 
those souls to penal settlements as felons and 
malefactors, but to take action in time, and 
arouse the Christian world to the impending 
perils of religious liberty in Spain, if they 

| will save those brethren fromthe tender 

; 


plan, of operations, so as to secure 
of action and the greatest utiliza- 
tion of the instrumentality employed? I 
confess that the stimulus arising from rivalry 
appears to me out of place—in some mission 
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fields, at least—and that the desultory cha- 
racter so generally stamped on Protestant 
missions has to accoant for much of the failure 
which is frequently lamented. 

There may be a Providence in my return 
at this juncture of affairs iu Spain to my old 


-| field of work. It may be my privilege to 


prepare this ground for thuse fellow-labourers 
who may possibly find themselves ere long 
compelled to quit their native land and to 
separate from their flocks, And it so hap- 
pens that, between fugitive Republicans and 
Cantonals and run-away conscripts, there are 
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THE NEW CARDIXALA. 

[From the Correspondence of the Times.} 
Rome, March 16. 
In the English Roman Catholic College, 
situated in the Via Monserrato, there is a 
very long corridor hung with portraits of 
English cardinals—Wolsey, Pole, Fisher, Ac- 
ton, Weld, Wiseman—all, in fact, I believe, 
who attained to that high dignity. At the 
end of this corridor is a plain, unadorned 
room, simply furnished, within which an 
interesting group of persons were assembled 
this morning—Monsignore Manning, Arch- 
bishop of Westminster, with Archbishop 
Howard, Monsignore Stonor, and Dr. O’Calla- 
ghan, Rector of the English College, sar- 
rounded by a number of English and Irish 
Roman Catholic ecclesiastics and laymen. 
They were waiting the arrival of a messenger 


from the Vatican. As he entered the room. 


those present fell off into a line on each side, 
while Monsignore Manning stood at the end, 
his eyes bent upon the ground, his hands 
whole aspect givi 


) 


Cardinal. 


his Grace, which he passed to Archbishop 
Howard, who opened it and read to the effect 
that Cardinal Antonelli esteemed it a privilege 
to have to announce to the Archbishop of 
Westminster that his Holiness, in Secret 
Consistory held this morning, had conde- 
scended to raise him to the sublime rank 
At the same time another 
messenger, from the Apostolic Cancelleria, 
delivered _an official connmunication to the 
same effect from Cardinal Amat, the Vice- 
Chancellor; ahd then, having made their 
obeisance to the newly-created Cardinal and 
kissed his hand, they departed on their mis- 
sions to those who hal Lecn created with him. 
After a moment’s pause, his Eminence 
Cardinal Manning said to those present, who 
had immediately surrounded him to offer 
their congratulations, “1 thank you all for 
your presence here to-day. I feel sure that 
it is a sign’ of good-will to me and of your 
devotion to the Holy Futher and to the 
Church. As such I accept it, und thank 
you from my heart. I do nut affect to think 
lightly of the great dignity couferred upon 
me without any merit of wine. It is truly — 
an honour to be associated with the Sacred 
Council immediately arvund the Vicar of our 
Lord, and to share his lot iu good and in 
il. Indeed, I would rather that this dig- 
pon me, as it does, in the time of 

in . It is, as it were, 
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all for your presence here.” Then, 

of strong emotion, which he 
evidently it difficult to repress while 
speaking, he imparted his benediction, as 
those around him im turn kissed his hand 


porporats are uncompromising upholders 
of pontifical infallibility and of the more 
extended claims of Papal authority, as set 
forth in the articles of the Syllabus. What 
are Cardinal Manning's opinions on these 
points, and what his uatiring efforts have 


ps | ning, M‘Closkey, Giannelli, Dechamps, and — 


pocket boroughs of the Church, which give 
the holders all the privileges without any of 
the responsibilities of office, at least as to- 
wards a flock. Cardinal Dechamps com- 
mencel his career as a journalist, writing 
‘in support of Ultramontane pretensions in 
L Emancipation an in Le Journal de Flandre. 
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a cardinal while lying in prison in 
quence of having incurred the displeasure of 
the head of the State. The first was Fisher, 
Bishop of Rochester, who suffered on the 
scaffold together—if not on the same day— 
with Sir Thomas More, and regarding whom 
Lingard writes that Henry vut., when he 
heard that Paul m1. had created the bishop 
a :ardinal, exclaimed, “Paul may send him 
the hat, but I will take care 

never a head to wear it on. 


bus, who was sent by Clement x. 


ing in prison three years, died at the 
age of forty-two. But Cardinal Ledochowski 


cardinals created yesterday, Monsignori Man- 


Ledochowski have been elevated to the rank 
of Cardinal Priests, and Monsignore Bartolini 
to that of Cardinal Deacon. At the same 
time his Holiness reserved five other new 
cardinals in petio, but they are not named 
till the Pope sees fit, for it may so chance—es, 


~ 


| sideration, of course, those in partibws, the 
In 1831 he entered the 
soon distinguished himeelf as a powerful 
aye Primate of Belgium in 
1865, and at the (Ecumenical Council in 
1870 was among the boldest advocates of 
| Papal infallibility. But the most remarkable 
among these creations is that of Cardinal 
and again offered their congratulations. Ledochowski, Archbishop of Gnesen and 
At ten o'clock this morning the four of the | Posen, now lying in prison. How far this 
... new catdinals who are in Rome— Manning, | elevation may have been decided upon since 
| : Dechamps, Giannelli, and Bartolini—repaired | the stronger measures taken by the German 
. to the Vatican to take the castomary oath | Government in consequence of the recent 
| and receive the Lerretia from the hands of 
| his Holiness. [We pass over the description 
of the ceremony, which was very simple. 
) With the exception of Monsignores Gian- 
| nelli and Bartolini, who, as respectively 
| Secretary of the Congregation of the Council 
filled offices of the class called posts cardinal- _ 
| izi—stepping-stones to the cardinalate—the | be less tragical. Cardinal Ledechowski is 
iy holders of which are never, unless incurring | the third instance of a biehop being created : 
censure, removed, except to be promoted 
among the princes of the Church, the crea- 
tions made yesterday are somewhat more 
| nuteworthy than usual. Taken together, the 
been for the definition of the one and the 
realization of the other, are well known and | was Tournon, Patriarch of Antioch, in parts- 
need no recapitulation from me. They have | to Chins, 
been sufficient to raise him from the position | where he arrived in 1705, and, after linger- 
of a simple priest to the highest rank in the 
jority have to wear the mitre before they cam | can scarcely be in danger so extreme, not- 
hoe for te brad rh Ld ae Car- | withstanding that in conferring the red hat 
dipal M‘Closkey’s zeal im the same direction | upon him Pius rx. reminds him, as he re- 
—he was made a bishop eight years before | minded thgse present this morning, of the 
Dr, Manning left the English Church— | symbolic meaning of ‘its colour. Of the six 
though tempered by those considerations 
which ranged the United States’ bisho 
: among those who considered the definition 
as inopportune, if not impolitic, has secured 
: for Lim: the first “ bat” given to an American 
bishop—the first, if I am not in error, con- 
. ferred upon any bishop holding a see outside 
it the limits of Europe, not taking into con- 7 
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will in time be found here, as elsewhere, 
competent to maintain the whole work. 

Among the many letters on this subject, I 
would willingly quote two, if space permitted, 
from the evangelists at Udine and the Church 
in Rome. They acknowledge in noble terms 
their indebtedness to foreign Christians; they 
bless God every day in their prayers for that 
help; they press forward by every method 
within reach towards the self-sustaining point ; 
they understand fully their duty in this mat- 
‘fer; they write hopefally of the fatare; but 
at the same time they state, and that truly, 
the poverty of the brethren—tbat few rich or 
noble as yet have been called ; they plead the 
peculiar cirenmetances of modern Italy, with 
which I am so familiar, euch as the heavy 
taxation, the high rents, and the greatly 
enhanced price of the necessaries of life ; and 
they earnestly beseech foreign Christians to 
bear with them a little longer, and to con- 
tinue their needed sympathy and support, 
which, I feel sure, will not be found wanting. 

The “Old Charch and Cloisters,” purchased 
here two years ago, have been such a success 
—one of the greatest, they say, in Italy— 
that I have been taught a great lesson, and 
started off on a new tactic. Several influ- 
ential Christian merchantmen from home, 
after going over the vast premises, have as- 
sured me, of their own accord, that they never 
saw a better investment of 3,000/. 

Bat I am referring now to 

SPIRITUAL SUCCESS. 

We have been fortunate in getting such 
godly agents in all departments of the work ; 
in the depét, from which~we send out a 
healthy religious literature all over the coun- 
try, and where Ihave recently issued a new 
series of tracts of all kind’ and on every sub- 
ject ; in the echools, too, which we care for 
with much painstaking, as our great hope in 
the future ; above all, in the beautiful one- 
thousand-year-old church, always full of such 
a devout, well-to-do, middle-class auditory — 
soon, I trust, to support wholly their own 
ordinances. The small, inconvenient, inac- 
cessible places where our dear churches have 
hitherto met, have been a great hindrance to 
the work. Given a decorous place of worship 
and a faithful evangelist, and you move the 
intelligent bowrgeoise of the town or neigh- 
bourhood. If God would as providentially 
place a round dozen of such premises within 
my reach in the great centres.of population, 
then, in the name and strength of my God, I 


- would go forward with the enterprise. When 


plans are laid in faith and prayer, God carries 
them out on a large, as on a small scale. So 


put 
the Saviour, to be kept, guided, helped by 
Him. Oh, how our hearts were relieved at 
once! I am bold to believe that many of 
God's stewards, in high and humble station, 
will rush to the rescue for two or three years, 
till such time as our dear Italian Christians, 


dire persecution period, and provided with 
better places of worship, will learn the full 
blessedness of giving to the Lord as the Lord 
hath prospered them. Help us, pray for us, 
dear, noble friends of ours and of Christ, and 
of Christ’s cause all the world over. 

THE ITALIAN FREE CHURCH MISSION HOUSE 

IN ROME. 

The Rev. J.R. McDougall, of Florence, has 
issued a balanced account of the gifts entrusted 
to his care for the purchase and 
splendid premises facing the Bridge of St. 
Angelo in Rome, the whole cost having been 
defrayed, and there being a balance in hand 
for further use. ing the subscribers, 
he writes : I have no words sufficiently strong 
with which to thank you for enabling me to 
the operations of the Free Christian Church 
in Italy, The trouble we had in obtaining 
and holding the various premises which we 
had rented for churches and schools, enforced 
the necessity of securing, as soon as possible, 
@ permanent basis for our growing and pros- 


a 


repair of the - 


| perous work. I, should be ashamed to tell © 
the amount of time, energy, and money 
which we spent, in connection with the con- 


1 that, practically, I am on the look-out for 
i old Roman Catholic places of worship, which 
are very difficult to be got, but cost compara- 
tively little, are easily altered to suit our 
| Gospel worship, and are very sttracti#é to 
the Italian people. 
Our latest and greatest trial bas been the 
withdrawal from Italy, and from helping us, 
of the American Board, through financial 
distress, We tried every possible way of 
evading the crisis, but in vain. Our last ray 
of hope was qnenched in November. What 
was to be done? Our poor Committee of 
Evangelization met in great distress, and sat 
; for three days. We could not dismiss faith- 
| ful and honoured preachers at such a moment 
in the history of Italy and the Papacy. The 
Lord gave us grace to cast our burden upon 
Him. It is His work, not oura, and He will 
; maintain and extend it. We resolved to go 
$ forward in faith, and are now doing so. I 
j thought I had formerly lived by faith, but it 
PS was sight compared to this simple, childlike 
| emerging from the heavy local expenses of a 
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GERMANY. 
NEW ECCLESIASTICAL LAWS. | 
[From our own Correspondent .] great struggle against the Romish hi | 
——, Prussia, March 20, 1875. Wherever there seems to be a q | 
The provincial synods have done their | peace, the Pope is sure to give . 

work; the General Synod will hardly meet to the conflict by some act of i 

before September. From the development | The latest Encyclical, which simply 
of religious life in the Protestant Church, | the laws of Germany directed i | | 
our eyes are again chiefly turned to the! as invalid, hai been « new spur | 
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obliged to acknowledge that this tew law 
does not interfere with the consciences of 
Roman Catholics; they only opposed it as an 
act of injustice. Prince Bismarck said that as 
the Church of Rome was so rich, he expected 
no practical results from the law. It may be 


ai 


Rome. Yet indirectly we may hope that the 
‘fyreat principle of Free Churches will gain 
ground by the proposed measure. The 
Church of Rome had become too powerful in 
Prussia, because she practically combined all 


TURKEY. 
THE FAMINE IN ASIA MINOR. 
Ry Hewry O. Dwicer. 


[We transfer to our pages from the Christian 
Union (New York) the thrilling facts set 
forth in this article, not only because it is 


| absolute necessity, in certain cases, of bring- 
ing the weight of public opinion in Great 
Britain and America to bear upon a Go- 
_ Vernment in any degree responsible for 
| the heart-rending results which it will be 
_ seen have flown from the action, or rather 
| inaction, of the Sublime Porte.] | 


facts have followed the action of the English 
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Government. And the time was favourable | so; but, at all events, it is monstrous fo pay 
for it. The Prussian Parliament is now in | a Charch which openly teaches disobedience 
session. Three Bills on religious questions | to the laws of the State, and the Govern- . 
have been introduced—two by the Govern-| ment simply does its duty by refusing to em- 
ploy public money in this way any longer. 
| No bisbupe and but very few priest if any, 
will give the required pledge, and so the disen- 
= the Government will 
The first of the declared. Another great advantage of the new 
| law is that it forsakes the dangerous path of 
treating all churches alike All the previous 
: laws are adverse to the Protestant Churches, 
quite as mach as to the Romish—ae great in- 
| justice, as we are, and always have been, 
-_virtaally a Protestant State, and as Protestants 
_have never rebelled against the public laws. 
Now the Government is prepared to grant 
"Protestant ministers at least a small compensa- 
tion for the loss of their ecclesiastical fees, 
- clical, puts a stop to all State payments to the | 
stored only in the case of those bishops and 
priests who declare in writing their obedience 
to the laws of the State. 1 could not refrain 
from expressing in some of my former letters 
} the disapproval felt by many serious Protest- 
e ants of oar new legislation. The State has 
- no right to interfere in the interior affairs of | the advantages of a State Church with those of 
r the Church. This grea: principle of civil | a Free Church. Now she must begin by aban- . 
end religious liberty ought to be respected, | doning the former. The Protestant Church, 
even towards the Church of Rome; and | which has met with much real moral help 
many clauses of the so-called May laws | from our Government in the coarse of cen- 
involve an infringement of this principle. The | turies, but has at the same time not seldom 
present Bill contains nothing of the kind, | suffered from well-meant but untimely inter- 
and it ought to be welcomed by sll Evan-| ference, will probably follow ere long. In 
gelical Christians. Even the Ultramontane | the debate, it was interesting to hear how 
mem bers of the House of Representatives were | Prioce Bismarck fully maintained his own 
| belief in the words, that “one ought to obey 
God more than man.” But obedience to the 
Pope is not obedience to God, and, on the 
other hand, obedience to the laws of the State, 
“ben wich obedience dows not involve sin, i 
the consequence of obedience to God. 
| important, in the interests of our common 
humanity, that the sufferings endured so 
recently—and indeed not yet ended—-in a 
| land hallowed by the sacred associations 
which must always attach to the home of | WIL ee lng niterea nc 
the Seven Churches (Rev. i.-iii.), should admiration that those inted with the 


| 
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English merchants and American mission-— 

| in their power to, 
the sufferers, feeding all whom they | 
Christian 


quite As the only hope 
of checking the injury caused by famine lay 
in interference on a large scale, 


tributed in a peculiar sense. Then it began 


to leak out that the officials in charge of the | people 


first shipments of grain made by the Relief 


canal drivers on all sides to carry 
the interior without pay, and that, 
ying 


And at last the miserable tra 
evident that the Relief Commis- 


sion had fuiled of its work entirely. What- |. 


ever became of the great Relief Fund will not 
be made known in official statements. It 
vanished, and left no sign. The governor of 
a large province blushed no blush as he told 
an American traveller, already heart-sick with 
twenty days among the starving, that of the 
money relief sent seventy-five per cent. re- 
mained ‘a the pockets of those entrusted | 


of about a peck of barley per head—to be 


1, 


had by going ninety niles to fetch it ! Som>- 
times a measure or two of grain was put iato 
the hands of each one of :vveral hundred 
refugees who were seeking refuge in the 
streets of nome city, and then the mass were 
driven out into the fields at the point of the 


already contained all the reserve wheat in 
the district. 

Time would fail to tell of all the sufferings 
of the refugees, who bad torn down their own 
houses, bit by bit, for fuel, or to sell for bread, 
whose farms were waste, whose cattle were 
dead, while they themselves 


5 


Be 
Eg? 


* These Sgures were given by the Levant Herald in June of last year. 
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t again. Commonly the grain offered was 
offered as an advance against good security, 

and when applicants were unable to produce 
security the wheat was quietly handed over 
- announced as received from the |to the dealers, whose granaries 
a general ing was exper) | 
this action of Government, especially as reports | , 
of grain shipped and of contributions received | 
gradually supplanted in the papers reports of 
misery and want. And, finally, the announce- | 
ment was made that the famine was ended, so 
that one might breathe freely again. | 
Just at this time Government officials, with | 
more zeal than discretion, undertook to collect = 
| by force an offering of the charitable people of large towns round about guards were 
one of the suffering districts in aid of the over the ovens to prevent the — 
equally starving people of another county. had money from buying bread, lest the 
| This affair produced a disagreeable impres- | people should be stinted. Every day of this 
| sion, that perhaps the rest of the 200,0002 long summer men, women—aye, little wailing 
reported by Government as “contributed” | children, have died in the streets of these : 
by various cities of the empire had been con- | great cities—died as dogs die. The apathy 
Ps of the Mohammedan population toward these 
bes only been wore marvellous than 
Se A the apathy of the Government towards them. 
Commission had impressed muleteers and | It is as if they all had the principles of the 
it into | wealthy old villain who said, when invited 
accord- | to help the dying out of his abundance, “ Let 
storage | me not be found fighting against God. If 
beach. | He has willed these people to be-saved, they 
| will be saved; but if He has willed that they 
should die of hunger, money will be wasted 
which is expended on them!” 
While all this was going on, the public » FF 
were assured that all was well in Asia Minor, 
and the papers which published letters from 
American missionaries and others, narrating 
these facts, incurred the displeasure of the eI 
Sublime Porte. The story told in private 
letters brought aid from England and Ame- 
With .8 distribution. Nor had th officer 
the power or the inclination to remove from | 
Office the harpies in whose chatch the people 
were. 
But sometimes-a pretence of aid did take 
place. Im one place the villagers were in- 
:. formed of a munificent Government donation 
mi. 


d. 


& 


sudden 
cities of Asia Minor : the clue is now given. 


of the wretches, and sending the 
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money thus obtained to the saltpetre works of 
Conia. 


known that these 


The snow is on the ground. Thousands of 
poor creatures are in the streets, helpless and 
well-nigh hopeless. So utterly corrupt and 
so imbecile have the Government officials 
shown themselves in this affair, and so inca- 
pable of doing anything has the Government 
itself proved, that a Central Relief Commis- 
sion has been organized, with the Hon. G. H. — 
Boker, the U.S. Minister, and Sir Philip 
Francis, the’ British Consul-General, at its 
head, to step in and do what the Turkish 
Government cught to do. Christian men 
cannot sit still and see thousands of miserable 
creatures starve this winter, and yet the lives 
of those who are left still alive depend appa- 
rently upon the success‘of this new Commis- 
sion in interesting England and America in 
their need. We have often wondered at the 
ion of the ancient Greek 


Whole populations have perished there be- 
fore, as the present population is to perish if 
the famine is left to eat itself out. : 


PASTORAL LETTER OF THE BISHOPS. 
Lambeth Palace, March 1, 1875. 
We, the Archbishops and 
ishops of the Church of England, under 


our pastoral charge, desire to address some” 
words of counsel and exhortation to the 


circumstances of the present time. 
We acknowledge, humbly and thankfally, 


voluntarily contributed promotion 
religious education; the extension of 


Church in the colonies and in f coun- 
tries, including the foundation of more than 
fifty new sees; the great increase in the 
number of persons of all classes who by 
prayers and labour assist in the work of 
converting souls to Christ; all bear witness 


laity of the Englisli Church—an earnestness 

and zeal which we rejoice to know is by no 

means confined to\any section or party. We 
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decided to remit the taxes due from the 
sufferers, and still further, that a free gift of 
oxen would be made at once to all farmers; The publication of these details shamed the 
Again it seemed | Government; and after all possible taxes hal 
roused to the im- | been collected, the order to collect no more 
that Asia Minor’s | was actually sent out. Cattle, too, were really 
wet collected and sent into Asia Minor in great 
soon one of those meddlesome | numbers—after the winter snows had made 
CE had already caused so much | use of them impossible; and then it became 
— had been seized by 
| foree. from the Bulgarian peasants luckless 
| enough to live near the line of the Roumeli 
| railway, making another involuntary contri- 
| bution “for the famine.” . 
risk starvation next year, or 
aT risk’ present death. But such | 
, were rendered unnecessary, and | 
the question settled in favour of starvation in | : 
any case by the appearance of the tax- 
gatherer, who seized twelve and abalf per 
cent. of the little crop this year, instead of 
the usual tithe. In a city where people were 
and are still dying every day from starvation, 
it was found that the Government was col- : 
lecting taxes 
. abroad. If we judge by external signs— 
the churches built, restored, and endowed 
during the last forty years; the new parishes 
B formed in that time, especially in our great 
a deep sense of the duty that rests upon us towns and cities; the vast su 
of endeavouring to guide those committed to 
ergy our in the grave 
the mercies vonchsafed by Almighty God to 
‘the Church of England. By his blessing on 
the labours of the clergy and laity, our/ to the zeal and earnestness of the 
Church has of late been enabled Adis 
vellous manner to promote his glory and to | 
advance his kingdom, both at home and : 
SSS 


i 


- a 


“ 


i 

| | 


been great im proportion these outward 
efforts. 

“While, however, we thankfully recognize 
these abundant mercies 


of parishioners—have excited apprehensions 
that greater changes are to follow ; distrust has 
been engendered, and the edification which 
ought to result from united worship has been 


time. 
that clergymen fail to render to episcopal 
authority that submission which is involved 
in the idea of episcopacy, but obedience has 
been avowedly refused to the highest judicial 
interpretations of the law of this Church and 
realm. Even the authority which our Church 
claims, as inherent in every particular or Na- 
tional Church, to ordain and change rites and 
ceremonies has been questioned and denied. 
We also observe with increasing anxiety 
and alarm the dissemination of doctrines and 
encouragement of practices repugnant to the 
teaching of Holy Scripture and to the prin- 
ciples of the Church, as derived from apostolic 
times and as authoritatively set forth at the Re- 
formation. More especially we call serious at- 
tention to the multiplication, and the assiduous 
circulation among the young and susceptible, 
of manuals of doctrine and private devotion, 
of which it is not too much to say that many 
of the doctrines and practices they inculcate 
are wholly incompatible with the teaching 
and principles of our Reformed Church. 
Further, we feel it our duty to call atten- 


_ tion to the growing tendency to associate 


doctrinal significance with rites and cere- 
monies which do not necessarily involve it. 
For example, the position to be occupied by 
the minister during the Prayer of Consecra- 
tion in the Holy Communion—though it has 
varied in different ages and different countries, 
and has never been formally declared by the 


opposite opinions as a symbol of distinctive 


both in opinions and 


not narrow in the least this wise compre- 


hensiveness ; but liberty must not degenerate 
into licence and self-will; as fundamental 
truths must not be explained away, so neither 
must those clear lines be obliterated which 
separate the doctrines and practices of our 
Reformed Church from the novelties and cor- 
ruptions of the Church of Rome. 

We live in an age which prides itself on 
freedom of thought and emancipation from 
the control of authority. In every portion of 
Christendom men are more disposed than 
ever to run into extremes of opinion and 
practice. While, on the one hand, fun- 
damental truths are increasingly neglected 
or denied, vain attempts, on the other, are 
made in many quarters to meet this infi- 
delity by the revival of superstition. 

Under these grave circumstances, we s0- 
lemnly charge you all, brethren beloved in 
the Lord, to cultivate a spirit of charity and 
mutual forbearance, laying aside dissension 
and disputes which must issue not in the 
victory of one party over another, but in the 
triumph of the enemies of the Chureh, and, 
indeed, of those who are enémies to the faith — 
af Christ. We exhort the clergy not to dis- 
quiet their congregations by novel — 
and unauthorized pees and to dis- 


P 
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Church to bave any doctrinal significance— 
is now — by many persons of very 

of embittered controversy. 

We would seriously remind our brethren 
| of the clergy of the solemn obligation which 
| binds us all to be ready to yield a willing 

| ebedience to the law-of the Church of Eng- 
| land, of which we are ordained ministers, and 

. | tu recognize the necessity of submitting our 

the sympathy aod mutual confidence which | own interpretations of any points in that law 

| ought to exist between the clergy and laity. | which may be considered doubtful to the 
| Changes in the mode of performing divine judicial decisions of lawfully-constituted courts. 
| service—in themselves rometimes of small | We, the clergy, are bound by every con- 
importance, introduced withoub authority, | sideration to obey the law when thus clearly 
| and often without due regard to the feelings | interpreted; and to decline to obey when 
| | called upon by lawful authority is to set 

'an example that cannot fail to be most in- 

_jurious in its influence and effects. We are 

‘convinced that the number of those who 

impeded. he suspicions arousea— | would refuse such reasonable obedience is 

| often, no doubt, unreasonable—have in some | small, and that the vast majority of the 

cases produced serious alienation. clergy and laity of the Church of England 
The refusal to obey legitimate authority is | are thoroughly loyal to its doctrine and dis- 
another evil in the Church at the present | cipline. We fully recognize the difference be- 
| tween unity and an overstrained uniformity, 
are weil aware that gur Church is rightly 
tolerant of diversity, within certain limite, 
practices. We would 
| | 
| 
| 


to promote the more worship of Al- 


on the part of all who hold the faith 
Christ crucified, and love and serve him 
their common Lord. 

Let us all, then, Loth clergy and laity, 
faithful to the doctrine and discipline of our 
Church, founded as they are on Holy Scrip- 
ture, and in accordance with the teaching 
and practice of the Primitive Church. We 
eatreat all whom our words may reach to 
strive together with us in prayer to Almighty 
God, that as there is but one Body and one 
Spirit, and one hope of our calling, one Lori, 
one Faith, one Baptism, one God and Father 
of us all, so we may henceforth be all of one 
heart and of one soul, united in one holy bond 
of truth and peace, of faith and charity, and 
may with one mind and one mouth glorify 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


A. C. Cantvar. W. C. 
W. Expor. C. 
J. Lompow, Asravur C. Bara ayp 
E. H. Wiyton. WELIA. 4 
A. Lianparr.. F. Exox. 
R. Harvey CARLISLE. 
Jous T. Norwica. J, F. Oxon. 
J. C. Baneor. J. MaNcHESTER. 
H. Worcesrer. R. Crcestr. 
C.J. Guovcesten J, St. Asara. 

AND BaistTo..- J. R. Exy. 
Wuuitam Cuestek. W. Basi St. Davin’s. 
T. L. Rorrex. Horace Sopor aND 
G. A, Max. 
J. Hererorp. 


wing letter to the Editor of the Times :-— 
Auckland Castle, March 8, 1875. 

Sir,—The address from the Episcopal 

Bench which has published in your 


signatures of 
as I am 


of the defaulters, I must ask your permission 
to avail myself of your columns in order to 


tents iteelf with a few generalities which none 
will apply to themselves, and with a censure 
of certain manuals which have been so recently 


the laity are gently rebuked for entertain- 
ing “unreasonable suspicions,” are bid “to 
cultivate a spirit of forbearance,” and are 
entreated to believe that the varied medisval 
ceremonies which are introduced are “ honest 
efforts to promote the more reverent worship 


| of Almighty God.” 


Bat this address of almost all the members 
of the Episcopate of the Reformed Church of 
dares not venture to utter a single. 

word with reference to the two most serious 
errors which are the cause of “embittered 
controversy ” of which it speaks—viz, the ex- 
tensive teaching of semi-Romish doctrine as to 
the presence of our Lord in the elements of 
bread and wine, and the introduction of auri- 
cular confession by a large number of the 
clergy. Does such an address sufficiently 
meet the real perils which at present surround 
the Church? Is it in any measure adequate 
to the occasion 7? What can itdo? Will it . 
bring to their senses those who boastfully 


agree 
whieh hae reference to the eastward position, | 


» 


parade their defiance of the authority of their - 
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countenance those who seek to introduce that the position occu- 
them, We entreat the laity not to give during the Prayer of 
way to suspicions in regard of honest -efforts any doctrinal signi- 
ee notwithstanding the fact that the 
mighty God in loyal conformity with the rules 
of the Book of Common Prayer. Surely this has been to teach by this 
is not a time for estrangement, but rather for minister is a sacrificing priest ; 
drawing closer together the bonds between fact that more than 5,000 
the clergy ana their parishioners, when vice, of thousands of the laity, 
ignorance, infidelity, and intemperance are by their signatures against 

declare 
Hl “the vast majority of the clergy and laity 
of the Charch of England are thoroughly loyal 
to ite doctrine and discipline.” I believe this 
assertion to be true as regards the laity, but I 
doubt whether it applies to the same extent 
to the clergy. 

But my chief objection to the manifesto is 
that it is so indefinite in its statements, so 
feeble in its conclusions. ' 

It tells of “the grave circumstances of the 
present time,” of “ serious evils disturbing the 
peace of the Church, and hindering its work,” 
of “ increasing anxiety and alarm with refer- 
ence to the dissemination of doctrines and 

— encouragement of practices repugnant to 
the teaching of Holy Scripture and to the 
principles of the Church.” And then it con- 
and so well exposed’ and condemned by the ~ 
| public press. The clergy are kindly exhorted 
| not to disgust their congregations “ by novel 

BISHOP BARING ON RITUALISM. 
The Bishop of Durham has addressed the 
| 
journal of to-day, and which must attract 7 
much attention, comprises the 
state the reasons which prevented me, although 

, most unwillingly, from signing the document. 


_ 
@ 
2 


‘1 
Fe 


4 


3 


only useless, 1 should certainly not have siderable; and if only it be true that Messrs. 
myself from my episcopal brethren, Moody and Sankey have roused numbers of 

which I now do with much sorrow. But the | people to a more moral and more 

document appears to me mischievous, because life, mere criticism of their methods is some- 

it minimizes or ignores the greatest danger, what ungenerons and out of place. 

at a time when the clergy and laity need to | world is suspicious of religious 

be mo-t distinctly warned that the foe is|—reasonably, perhaps, with respect 

already within the camp. I rewlily allow | modern instances of it, bat certain! 

that the address is amiable and well-inten- It 

tioned, and quite as distinct in ite note of 


great 

warning as could be expected from a bench | world itself has been lifted to its present 
itself divided in opiuion; bat it is becanse it | level—a level, low as it may be, far higher 
utters so uncertain a sound, shrinks from con- | than that of the past. Still, there are such 
demning with ontspoken faithfulness the | things as spurious kinds of excitement, and 
yrave errors which are being propagated by | when the London clergy were invited a little 
many nuinisters of our Church, and by its un-| time ago to meet Mr. Moody in a conference 
decided tone will prove a great discourage-| they were, not unnaturally, rather irrespon- 
ment to the many clergy, and still more | sive. Mr. Moody surprised them on that oc- 
numerous laymen, who have been earnestly | casion by taking for granted their sympathy 
contending for the faith of the Protestant | with the purpose of his mission, and discuss 
Reformed Church of England, that I have his plan of operations. He is, at all 
found myself unable to append my signature. | events, a man who takes his own line, and 
—Yours faithfully, C. Doxetu. /{ leaves you to follow or not, just as you please. 

MESSRS. MOODY AND SANKEY. _} However, he is now in the north of London; 
[The following article claims attention, not | anf he purposes to go in turn 


only on account of the views and statements | the east, and the west. He is to 
which it contains, but also from the fact that | nearly every night at the Agricultural 
it is the utterance of the chief organ of | and the largest building in London is 
British public opinion. We by no means | verted into an open church, not only for the . 
endorse, however, all that is here said; and | inhabitants of London itself, but for numbers 

: _, indeed to one allegation, that when “the Lon- | to whom London is more accessible than any 

-‘.don clergy were invited a little time ago to | other place which the Americans are likely 
meet Mr. Moody in a conference, they were” | to visit. ? 
“rathér irresponsive,” we must take exception.| They will see in the audience itself a spec- 
Those who were present at Freemasons’ Hall | tacle not to be forgotten. In our churches 
on the occasion referred to could hardly be of | and ‘ | 
that opinion, We quote from the Times of | people collected are for the most part broken 
March 16.]} up into sections, and are 

The two Americans who for some time | whole, 

past have been conducting a remarkable re-| them | 


ligious movement in the North have at length | sense of association becomes extraordinarily 
with 


addressed themselves to the metropolis, and The singing, in 

the vast and various population of this city | quires a new force with such and 
: is invited to hear and judge for\itself. Judg- | unison of sound. Mr. Sankey sings his solos 
| i _ ment, perhaps, is not exactly the faculty with | with skill, but it may be doubted whether 


| 
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‘worked by the Friends’ Association, a man of great influence and property, who was dis~ 
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A new church for the Protestant Arab congregation at Jerusalem was opened on 
Advent Sunday ; and at the same tine Mr. Khalil Djamal, who has for sorac years faith- 
fully ministered to the people as a catechist under the Rev. F. A. Klein, was ordained 
by Bishop Gobat to be the pastor of the church. — 


AFRICA. 

The last number of the Church Missionary Intelligencer contains (in part) the 
of Bishop Crowther to his clergy (the third whith he has delivered) at Onitsha, 
Niger, on the 13th of October, 1874. It reviews a period of five years labour, and is 
characteristically earnest, practical, and encouraging. The Bishop mentions, among other 
facta of interest, that the native kings and chiefs and converts have contributed towards 
missions in their own country s total of 1,230/. A few weeks before the delivery of his 
charge the Bishop had admitted four of his best lay catechists—all of them, of course, 

holy orders. At the same time, he delivered to them, and to ten lay agents, 
instractions on their appointment to various stations. Seven of the latter were from the 
Church Missionary Society's College at Fourah Bay. 

The reports of the Niger Mission for the past year show decided progress. There 
have been one hundred and thirty-five baptisms during the year, and, notwithstanding 
deaths, some cases of backsliding, and persecutions at more than one station, the congrega- 
tions now number 1,093. Several new stations have been occupied, the most important 
being Egya, eighty miles above the confluence of the Tshadda and Quorra, and New Calabar 
on the coast. Two of the catechists are appointed to commence a mission at Benin. 

The tone of the reports on the state of the infant church is generally encouraging 
and hopeful. This is y the case with Brass, concerning which the Rev. T. 
Johnson writes that “the Gospel is making rapid 
inquirers after salvation ;” that the priests attributed the turning of the hearts of the 
people away from the idols to “the so much prayer offered daily by the converts ;” that 
men refused to be appointed to the heathen priesthood ; that no fetish festivals had 
held for two years ; and that the chief persecutors of former years—one especially, who 
to “growl like a leopard at a dog” at Mr. Johnson as he passed—had become friendly, 
acknowledged the Christians’ God to be the true one. Serious difficulties had arisen 
Bonny. In consequence of the great interest manifested by the people in the public baptism 
of a woman on Christmas Day, 1873, the priests took alarm, and induced the chiefs to — 
issue a decree forbidding them to attend the public services ; and some touching entries 
oceur in the native clergyman’s journal, describing the secret visits of the converts to him 
in the middle of the night, for inistriction and united worship. 

The Church Missionary Society, in concert with the Bishop of Sierra Leone, have made 


_ arrangements for forming the various districts in Lagos into district parishes, with all 


possible expedition. In the stability and growth of the'native chureh, as well as in educa- 
tional matters, there are distinct indications of progress at Lagos. 

MADAGASCAR. | 

Bishop Kestell-Cornish and his clergy have arrived at Antananarivo. The Bishop has 

. James jun., complains that he has already shown every disposition to assume, 
if allowed, the headship of all the English residghts there. We are glad to learn, however, 
that he discountenances such proceedings as those which are thus described by Mr. Sibree : 
“In several cases, people who have been™admoriished or from church-fellowship 
for immoral conduct, have been received with open arms by Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel missionary, just in the same way as the Jesuit priests constantly welcome to 
their midst persons of the same character expelled from our communion, and have, through 
their influence, obtained land and houses in which to commence Romish worship. One of 
the cleverest of our students, who was dismissed both from the college and from his church 
for immorality, bas been gladly reteived by the Episcopal Mission; and in the district 


| 
| 
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| i in the district round the capital, Professedly, these ten men were 
to have the charge.of the schools, but, in fact, they have had authority given them over the 
churches and congregations as well ; and subsequently papers were sent to us in which a 
district containing from a dozen to sixteen villages was assigned to each of them, with which 
districts the Government evidently wish us to have as little to do as possible, although they 
include the most important places in the country away from Antananarivo. In some in- 
stances these young men are working cordially with the missionary in whose district they 
are placed, but in other cases they appear to think themselves quite able to go on without 
any co-operation with the agents of the society, to which they owe all their training, and in 


could take any part in this service, or even be present, this being probably the deliberate 

intention of the Queen’s advisers in choosing this place for the occasion. These ten men 

are paid by the Queen and ‘the Church in the palace’ (i¢, the Government acting in 

religious matters) a salary considerably larger than what we have been able <o give to any 

evangelist, and have become, in fact, very important and influential Government officials. — 

The other twenty students are settled either as evangelists in the country or as pastors of 

city churches,” 

The Rev. M. N, Hutchinson, superintendent of Presbyterian missions in Central and 

Southern Mexico, who arrived at San Francisco in February, brought details of an attack 

made upon a Protestant congregation at Acapulco. A small body of converts in that town 

assembled for worship in a building formerly occupied as a Roman Catholic chapel, but more 

7 recently as a store-room. The most notable member of the congregation was Don Dias, 
“A editor of a local paper and member of the State Congress. The converts were about fifty ia 
number in all, The movement excited great anger among the Romanists. The San Francisco 
Alta says; “The little Protestant congregation met on the evening of the 26th of January. 
Soon after the service began a few men came qnietly in, and one young Indian, with his 
left arm wrapped loosely in a serape (blanket),’in which was concealed a machete (hatchet), 
walked up the aisle toward the desk, where Sefior Dias was. Arriving there, he suddenly 
darted at the Seiior, gnd lunged at him with his machete. . Immediately everything was con- 
fusion, The Indian’s companions rushed into the fray, and a body of assailants began to 
pour in from the outside. Members of the corgre~ .m rushed to the door, and succeeded 
_ in closing out a portion of the crowd. An Ameri ., an old resident, believing he would 
have influence with the mob, went outside to harangue them, but was at once shot and 
killed. Another member was also shot on the outside. Inside the church a hot fight raged. 
The young Indian who had begun the fray, shouting ‘Death to the Protestants! long live 
the Catholics!’ attacked Sefior Dias, wounding him three times in the head and cutting 
away two fingers of his right hand. The wife.of the American who had gone outside to his 
death was the first to spring to resist the attack. She drew a pistol and shot down the Indian, 


missed from a church for improper conduct, has commenced a wholesale system of bribery 
amongst the people of a large district, in order to induce them to separate from the London 
Missionary Society and from Anglican congregations.” 
The recent extension of European missionary influence in the central provinces is thus 
referred to by Mr. Sibree: “During this year [1874] this has been highly accomplished, 
and we cannot but hope that the nine country stations’ in Imérina and Bétsiléo, now 
occupied by our brethren, may prove centres of light and blessing to the surrounding dis- 
tricts ; while at AntanAnarivo and Fiandrantsda the force of missionaries is still kept up at 
its full strength, and the medical missions, the printing presses, the pastors’ college, and the 
training schools at these places continue to exert a powerful influence on the whole of the 
central provinces.” 
The first detachment of theological students from the Mission College completed last 
year their four years’ term of study, and were stationed as pastors and missionaries in 
important positions, Mr. Sibree describes many of them as men of ability, but he adds; 
“Our satisfaction, however, was considerably alloyed by the fact that ten of the best 
of these students were taken by the Queen and placed by her and ‘the Church in the 
palace ’ (a convenient fiction for what is done by the Government in religious matters) in | 
some cases their support, during their college course. On the 6th of April, the Queen and ; 
Court being here at Ambdhimauga, a sort of ordination service was held at the top of the 
town, at which service the ten students were appointed to their districts, and admonished as ; 
to their duties. Being held within the town of AmbdhimAnga, none of the missionaries 
| 


| 
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and throughout the mélée she continued to fight like a tiger. The assailants were armed with 
machetes, and slashed right and left, cutting down a number of persons, besides demolishing 
the organ and pulpit. Many in the congregation, however, were also armed, and they 
offered a determined and fierce resistance to their assailanta. 
some time, the garrison of the city, numbering about 100 soldiers, arrived on the scene, 
succeeded in quelling the disturbance. They arrested about fifty of the attecking mob, and 
marched them off to prison. Besides the two members of the congregation kilied at the door, 
three others were killed and ten seriously wounded, one of the latter dying next day, making 
vix deaths in all. The Chief of Police—who, with all the members of his family, belonged to 
the congregation—received four wounds. Of the assailants, two were killed outright, and the 
Indian who attacked Sefior Dias died on the following day from the pistol-wound inflicted 
by the intrepi:l Mexican woman whose bravery has been already mentioned: A number of 
them were wounded, but escaped to the mountains It was afterwards rumoured that their 
wounded numbered thirteen, of whom five died, doubtless from exposure and lack of care. Mr. 
Hutchinsun decided to come to San Francisco and proceed to New York, to represent the 
condition and needs of Protestantism in Mexico, to which country he will soon return, to 
join his family, now in the city of Mexico. Prior to bis departure from Acapulco, Mr. 
Hutchinson learnt that the small garrison liad been reinforced, and an investigation was in 
progress.” 
POLYNESIA. 


Writing from Efate, a station of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria in the New 
Hebrides, the Rev. D. Macdonald thus describes some incidents of the work there; “ The 
Gospel bas been directly proclaimed to people of Silipa, Sukilicki, and Los, on Protection — 
Island ; Pagona, Liwa, and Moso, on Deception Island; Magalin and Lema, mainland in the 
harbour; and Malifau and Saone, a little inland. On February 25 I went to Bau, on the 
east coast, and about twenty-five miles distant. By the blessing of God, that visit turned 
out greatly for the furtherance of the Gospel. We were well received, if we pass over the 
circumstance that the people of the first village we came to politely requested us to move (it 
was dark) forward to the next. I was not surprised at this, however, on afterwards learning 
that the tree under which we held this slight parley had dangling from its branches in the 
dark night the clothes of a man whose body they had cooked and were eating. I slept at 
Bau two nights, One whole day I had the unspeakable honour and happiness of preaching 
the unsearchable riches of Christ to these men, and they kept me speaking until I was quite 
fatigued, our friends of the first village having also come in a body to hear the Word, and 
strong, active, well-painted, well-armed warriors they appeared. Although these men are 
shut in from ships by a reef-bound coast, yet a very great proportion has been away in the 
plantations. Traders do not venture there from the harbour. Since coming home, one of 
the principal chiefs of Bau has come to see me, and said that they were dividetl as to the 
Gospel —some for and some against it. He also invited me to come again to see them, and 
appointed a time. A missionary cannot go there without considerable risk; he must take 
his life in his hand. Medicine has perceptibly facilitated the entrance of the blessed Goepel 
amongst our natives this year; but it requires to be given with great caution. Some have | 
voluntarily sent for medicine, or for the missionary to come to see them when sick. This 
betokens a growing confidence, and has not failed to elicit from the conservative party 
opposing demonstrations, One ‘munue’ or ‘medicine-man,’ if we may believe him and 
his friends, has been working miracles to show his power. I have been translating portions 
of Scripture, and have been spurred on by the oft-expressed desire of a few natives to learn 
to read. The Gospel by Luke is written out in fall, and corrected, and the work of tran- 
scribing it for the press, with a view to 1875, had been begun when the vessel arrived. 
The first twenty-two chapters of Exodus are also in manuscript. Our natives generally ex- 
press themselves as desirous of being able to read the Book of God. A few had mastered — 
the alphabet, by way of preparation for the expected book.” | 

NORTHERN AMERICA. 

"One of the agents of the Church Missionary Society at Metlahketlah writes that two 
earnest applications for teachers had been received from tribes yet unevangelized—viz, the 
Hydahs of Queen Charlotte’s Island, and the Chilkats of Alaska (the extensive territory near 
Bebring’s Straits, now belonging to the United States). The Church Missionary Gleaner, in 
stating this fact, expresses its regret that “no effort has yet been made on behalf of the latter 
by our American brethren.” | a, | 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


A wes held on Wed- 
nesday, March 3; R. N. Fowler, Eaq., in the 


receipts from various sources to have 
amounted to 883/. 18s, 9d., the expenditure to 


chair. After reading the Scriptures, prayer was | 974/, 8s. 11d.; leaving, however, a balance of 


offered. The minutes of the last meeting 
were read and approve:l. 


liabilities against the Alliance of 1761. 4s. 
*,* Funds are urgently required at the 


The following persons were unanimously present time to sustain the Alliance in tte 
Home 


admitted to membership :— 
Rev. Angus Galbraith, Whitehaven. 


tions are, therefore, earnestly solicited from the 


Rev. Dr. Willis, Kensington. 
aa Brace, Esq., St. John’s 
Ww 


RELIGIOUS PERSECUTIONS IN TURKEY. 

The Secretary laid on the table printed 
reports of the deputation recently returned 
from Constantinople, and read correspondence 
from the Secretary of the Turkish Branch of 
the Alliance, stating that the visit bad given 
much satisfaction to Christians in Turkey, 
and expressing the hope, that further steps 
would be taken until the object was accom- 
plished ; also from the Rev. Dr. Beattie, dated 
Latakia, Feb. 2, explaining that the Turkish 


friends of Christian Union able to contribute 


to an object of increasing importence to the 
spread of the Gospel, and to religious liberty 
tn all countries. 
NEXT ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 
The attention of the Cuuncil was called to 


held in Belfast next autumn, it is not de- 
sirable to incur the expenses of a Conference 
in London this spring, and that the business 


law concerning conscription was applicable | of the Alliance, therefore, continue to be car- 


Museulmans ; that seizure of the 


The subject of holding an Alliance Soirée 


in the approaching month of May, similar to 


a legal organization, and be recognized by the | Rooms, having heen considered, it was 


tendance at the Mission School. 

‘The further action of the Alliance 
eubject of these religious persecutions was 
then considered, when, after deliberation, it 
was thought to be highly desirable that an 


and that Lord 


| would 


. | thought desirable that George Moore, Esq., of 


Kensington Palace Gardens, should be applied 


| to to grant a drawing-room meeting, to which 


bers and friends of the Alliance 

invited, 

| SECRETARIAL VISITS TO THE PROVINCES. 
The Secretary reported that he was about 

to visit Belfast, with the view to confer with 

members of the Alliance on the subject of 


city. Assistant-Secretary stated that 
Glaegow and other parts 
of Scotland next week, in order to spread the 
Alliance, and, if possible, to augment funds. 

The Secretary read the following. letter, 
lately received from Oroomiah, Persia, dated 
Dec. 8, 1874:— | 

“Dear Brethren,—You have doubtless 
been addressed before this by Dr. 
Perkins and the senior members of the 
Mission to the Nestoriane, concerning the 
vagrants and beggars from the Nestorian 
people in Persia, Koordistan, who go to Europe 


the m 


= 
in lieu of last year, to receive report, appoint 
new Council, and transact other business; when, 
upon deliberation, it was resolved that, look- 
ing to the arrangements for a Conference to le 
| ried on as at present. 
ANNUAL 
unlawfal and cruel; and advising thet the [ay 
early opportunity should be taken to convene 
the signatories together, for the purpore of : 
either to his lordship kindly permitting the | | 
proposed meeting to take place at his house, 
or to his obliging the Council by using bis . ) 
influence for that purpose with some one of | 
. * the distinguished persons who signed the ) 
address. 
The cash statement and liabilities for the 
ve 
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aids to build churches, to be rid from persecu- 
tion and debt, and even the sale of their chil- 
dren; all of which, and doubtless many other ex- 
travagant things, they relate, with beseeching 
for aid from the Churches, who are ignorant 
of the deceptions practised upon them. I say 
deceptions, for I kuow that the means thus 
obtained are never used for the objects to 
which they were given; and I know, too, 


* As the Secretary of this Mission, I am au- 
thorized to communicate these facts to you, 


begging spirit so common 
entals, and so hurtful to the ki 
Redeemer. 
“ Yours fraternally, 
“J. M. OLEL@aTHER, 
“ Secretary of the Mission.” 


RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN TURKEY. 


An influential meeting of the British sig- 
natories to the address to the Sultan on the 
above subject was held, on the 18th ult., at 
the residence of Lord Ebury, 35, Park Street, 
to receive information from the deputation 
recently returned from Constantinople, and 
for consultation as to further proceedings to be 
taken for the liberation of the exiled family 
at Smyrna, and the military prisoners at Da- 
mascus. Lord Ebury presided, and the pro- 
ceedings were opened with prayer by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. | 


ascertain the real state of the facta, and, if op- 
pression exista, to seek from his Majesty the 
Sultan fit remedies for that oppression.” 

Lord Stratford de Redcliffe wrote : “ What- 
ever may be your committee's decision as to 
any further proceedings, it will interest me 
deeply, and I feel sure that, with the late 
deputation’s assistance, it will not be wanting 
either in efficiency or in the requisite discre- 
tion.” 

Lord Harrowby, in his letter, said : “ I have 
read the papers put forth by the deputation, 


The Chairman read letters from several and am very sorry to see that the expectation 
noblemen, regretting their inability to be pre- of being able to put the‘memorial with which 
sent. The following is an extract from a letter they were charged into the Sultan’s banda, 
written by the Duke of Westminster: “ I hope was ultimately disappointed. It was on no 
_ public opinion may have some effect yet upon light grounds that this expectation had rested; 
the Turkish Government ; the influence of our the assurance of the Turkish Minister for Fo- 
own Government should be moved to exert reign Affairs to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
itself against the persecutions we justly com- Constantinople was sufficient in itself. Much 
plain of.” | good, however, will have been effected by such 

Earl Russell wrote as, follows: “I-under- deputation, and I hopethat Lonl Derby may 
stand that a meeting is to be held at your | not feel it to be beyond the line of his duty ~ 
house on the subject of religious liberty in to instruct the British Ambassador, with what- 
Turkey. I could not, without risk to my ever precautions, to place the memorial itself 
health, encounter the exzitement of such a in the hands of the Sultan.” 
meeting ; but I wish to make public, through The noble Chairman, in his introductory 
your friendly interposition, the interest which remarks, said that he should be glad to hear 
I feel in the maintenance of the Hatti-scheriff, some information from those who were so 
in which it was declared that ‘no subject of kind and public-spirited as to undertake so 
his Majesty the Sultan shall be hihdered in long a journey in so inclement a season, for 


the exercise of the religion which he professes, the purpose of laying the memorial before 


nor shal] be in any way molested on that ac- 
count.’ It is not for me to insist upon the 
truth of rumours which have reached my ears; 
but I know that grave apprehensions exist on 
_ the subject of religious persecution in Turkey, 
and I conceive that it will not be too much 
for British subjects, who have always been 
consistent in their desire to obtain a free 


tian belief in Turkey, to ask Lord Derby to 


the Sultan. When the persecutions to which 
| Christians were exposed in Turkey became 
known, it appeared to him that something 
ought to be done to check the progress of 
(such a spirit. of intolerance. The step which 
was, in consequence, taken by the Council of 


| the Evangelical Alliance, was not resolved 


scope u without and anxious deliberation. 
for the professors and adherents of the Chris- | 


It would have been useless for them to have 
undertaken so serious a matter without the 


| CHR'STEN DOM. 1, 1678, 
| that you may take the necessary steps to 
nt bo inform the Churches of your branch of the 
mt: Evangelical Alliance of the same, and instruct 
. th them that wherever and whenever they find 
42 any of these vagrants and beggars, they sum- 
marily treat them as such. By so doing, 
a you will doubtless do these vagrants the 
3 yreatest good, and greatly help to check the 
that the most ruinous tendencies follow upon 
these vagrants, and upon their influence and 
example among their nations, | 
|| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
) 


were 
which, as the meeting was aware, had not met | letter dated Damascus, Feb. 6: “ We are 
with thet success which had been hoped for anxiously waiting the result of the Jeputation 


‘American Minister by the Turkish Minister | would be granted if the deputation came to 

for Foreign Affairs, that the Ansairyeh con- Constantinople, and on this understanding the 

scripts should be set free, which promise ‘re- | deputation went out. His lordship also con- 

mains unfulfilled, and fresh seizure of Chris- trasted the conduct of the Sultan with that of 

tian converts had been made at the Mission the Czur of Russia, who, when a similar depu- 

premises, and the cruelty and injustice of the {tation waited on him, réceived the members 

previous cases had been repeated. The | most courteously, and, in_response to tlie re- 

mission of whe deputation to Constantinople | quest contained in the memorial presentel 10 


sults; but the friends of Christian missions The Archbishop of Centerbury then moved 
and of religious liberty in Turkey, looked to | the following resolution : “This meeting 


efforts until the righteous object was gained. pointed to convey to his Majesty the Sultan 
Lord Francis Conyngham, ™P. (another | an addre on the subject of recent persecution 
member of the deputation), said that, although of Christian converts in Turkey, regrets to 
not a member of the Evangelical Alliance, | learn that, notwithstanding a communication Fs 
be felt honoured in having been offered | officially made to the British Ambassador 
the of embarking. im good that without doubt the members of 
by the deputation to | be received by the Sultan, the Grew, Vizier 
the Sultan. He thonght, however, from what had, on their arrival, refused to apply for an 
he had while in Constantinople, that | audience, oF to co«uply with the 
there was no use attempting to disguise from memorial. ‘This meeting approves the course 


there was the fact that unless some pressure | taken by the deputation in leaving the ad- 
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sanction of the Foreign Minister, and when | be brought to bear upon the Ottoman Go- | 
they applied to him, they found him so | vernment, religious liberty in Turkey would, 
favourably inclined to their views that they | ere long, be nothing but « name. His lord- 
and expected. | 
The Rev. James Davis then explained to | It has been asserted that only Protestants 
the meeting that the cases af persecution have to complain of interference with their 
which formed the subject of the address to converts, but there are now about fifty per- 
the Sultan were pot the only cases that | sons at Damascus whose nearest relations 
might be adduced ; others had been reported, | were banished to Marzouk, in Barbary, be- 
and the deputation, during their brief stay | cause they accepted pictures and baptism 
in Constantinople, had been waited on by from the monks in Terra Sancta, and conse- 
various parties, all complaining of the in- | quently are living bere in great distress.” 
tolerance and oppressions to which Christians He regretted to hear on all hands that the 
were subject in different parts of the Tarkish | influence of Great Britain in Constantinople 
ewpire. The Council of the Alliance had | had greatly diminished, and he contrasted it 
confined” their attention to the family | with what he remembered it was whén he 
foreibly taken from Marash and banished | was there, both before and during the Crimean 
to Smyrne, where they etill remain in ex-| war. Whether such persecution should con- 
treme poverty, and to the Ansairyeh converts tinue or cease, depended, he thought, entirely 
illegally forced into the army, because these | upon the action taken by the English Govern- . 
had been specially brought before their at- | ment. 
tention, and the fullest and most reliable| The noble Chairman, at this stage of the 
evidence had been obtained respecting them. proceedings, said that it was to be regretted 
The British Government, knowing from that the papers should have so persistently 
various sources the truth of the grievances | insinuated that the deputation had no right 
which the Ansairyeh converts were suffering, to go to Constantinople to present the memo- 
had asked for their release, and the British | rial to the Sultan. The fact was that Lord 
Consul at Damascus was officially told that | Derby, when he was spoken to on the sub- 
orders had been sent from Constantinople for ject, requested the Turkish Ambassador to \- 
their liberation ; but such orders were either telegraph to the Grand Vizier and ascertain 
never sent or had not been acted upon. A | whether an audience would be granted, and 
bad been most grateiu 
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t of Sir Elliot, and | resolution as follows: “That, with a view 
to valling public attention in this country to 
? cated with, and that his lordship be earnestly the religious persecation atill continued in the 
| requested to send instructions to Her Majesty's Turkish empire, notwithstanding the earnest 
; Ambassador at Constantinople to present the representations made on the subject, and sup- 
address to his Majesty the Sultan, and to ported by British and foreign Governments, 
support the prayer of the memorial.” » Ris | and in order to give fall information relating 
Grace having expressed his gratitude to the to the cases more immediately complained of, 
Evangelical Alliance for taking the subject in an application be made to the Right. Hon. 
hand, said that the important question was the Lord Mayor of London to preside over 
whether, if the Sultan received the address, | meeting to be ouse 


in 
ready to promise, but who might not be got to importance of rousing public opinion on 
falfil their promises if they thought it was | question, which, he t 
against their interest to do so. It was almost great weight with the Imperial Government 


4 


conviction that the Government of Turkey | concession they sought. 
would be very much influenced in its policy| The third resolution was moved by Sir 
towards the Christians in that country by a | John Kennaway, Bart, mp.: “ That the 
strong, determined manifestation of public | Council of the Evangelical Alliance be 
feeling in England. requested to continue their efforts for the 
Lord Lawrence, in seconding the reso]i- | release of their persecuted brethren in Syria, 
z tion, said that he did not anticipate that the and for the maintenance of religious liberty — 
ef Sultan would do much. English influence | throughout the Turkish empire.” -In-sub- — 
; in Constantinople seemed to have declined, | mitting this to the meeting, Sir John said 
_ and this, combined with the natural dis- | that it was self-evident that what was every- 
| q : inclination of a Mohammedan ruler to inter- | body’s business was nobody’s, unless some- 
ay fere in favour of any religion but his own, | body specially took it up, as the Evangelical 
1s would prompt the Sultan to a policy of non- | Alliance had taken up this important question 
34 interference. Their only hope Jay, he/|of religious persecution in Turkey. The 
ga thought, in going to the Secretary for Foreign | efforts of the Alliance had on similar occasions 
Affairs, and urging upon him in the strongest | been crowned with success, and had earned 
manner the importance of the subject, as he | the sympathy ef all in its recent endeavours 
felt sure that if we could only convince the | to stay the persecutions carried on in the 
ee: oe we were determined in the | Sultan’s dominions. 
& matter, persecutions would be discon-| Captain the Hon. F. Maude, in seconding 
eo _ tinued. If they could enlist the good offices | the resolution, expreesed his admiration of 
of the representatives of Austria and Russia | the wisdom, decision, and perseverance shown 


in the subject, their chances of success by the Council in the trying cireumstances 
be very much increased. ; in which its members have recently been 
_ The resolution was put to the meeting, | placed. 
and carried unanimously. A cordial vote of thanks to Lod Ebary 


Lord Alfred Churchill moved the second ! was then moved by Lord Francis Con) ngbain, 


. he would act upon it. The difficulty was | an y date alter the Easter recess. ne 
impossible to say what 
means to adopt in order to accomplish the | from the callousness and indifference which 
object in view, but he thought that public | placed every province at the caprice of the 
opinion in such a country as England worked local governor. The Turks must be made to 
marvels, as was evidenced by the good results understand that a continuance of such con- 
following from Mr. Gladstone’s taking up the duct would forfeit that sympathy for them in 
question of Italian prisons some time ego. *this couutry which led us to expend so much 
The same gentleman had taken up another | blood and treasure in their behalf during the 
| question, and he hoped that similar good | Crimean war. 
results would follow. He thought, then, that| Sir Harry Verney, in seconding the resolu- 
the best course to pursue would be to arouse | tion, suggested that if the Ottoman Govern- 
and wisely direct public opinion by calling the | ment refused to guarantee religious liberty 
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had stated Gat ho uch about the persecution of Mohamme- 
sent out the deputation to istiani 
for the great kindness he had shown the that he did not dare approach the head- 


The motion was seconded by the Rev. J.S. | returned to the 
Blackwood, D.D., and carried unanimously. _ light of the present day we are inclined to 

The noble Chairman, in reply, said that it believe that there was really ground for his 
was a very small service be had rendered, | fears, and that, travelling in the garb of an 
bat he was exceedingly glad of any oppor- expounder and teacher of the Mohammedan 
tunity of showing his great appreciation of religion, which he really was, the talk of im- 
the services of the Evangelical Alliance, to | prisonment and murder of those who aban- 
whose usefulness it would be difficult to | doned the ‘faith’ would reach his ears as it 
assign a limit. His lordship, having paid a| would not ours, Doubtless he was right about 
compliment to the energy and ability of the | the real danger, which fact shows the neces- 
Secretary, said that he did not in the least sity and importance of the mission you made 
despair of their success in the present case. | to Constantinople. 

The proceedings were then brought to a| “About a year ago there was a great cx- 


close with the benediction. citement in this city over the preaching of 
— two learned and liberal-minded Mollahs. 
A correspondent from Turkey writes:— Precisely the sentiments of these men I can- 


“ Dear Sir,—The news of the ill-euccess of not say, as I have never had personal ac- 
your late mission to Constantinople, which quaiatance with them; or what they might 
reached us by the last post, has filled the be were there perfect religious liberty, I am 
hearts of many people in these parts, not not able to tell. But they preached such 
only Protestants, but also Americans of the new and extraordinary things, even from the 
old Church and Mohammedans, with pro- Koran, and gained such a following, that the 
found sadness. Because some ill-disposed Government felt obliged, in order to hold 
Constantinople papers have seized the op- the people to their old moorings, to cilence 
portanity to pour a volley of abuse on the | the preachers, and even to send them into 
heads of missionaries and native Protestants, exile. They have now returned to the city, 
you may, perhaps, suppose that none but and we hope before long, through the inter- 
missionaries and Protestants were interested position of our old-time friend the Mollah, to 
_ in the success of your mission. Such an im- arrange a meeting with one or both these re- 
pression would be a mistaken ore. The turned exiles, when, if their fears do not 
most intelligent and liberal-minded Christians | prevent a free expression of their views, we 
of all shades know that their condition has | shall hope to learn their exact position. We 
been greatly ameliorated through the labours | have already a very decided evidence that 
of missionaries and the kind intervention of | these men’s leanings are towards Christi- 
Christians of other lands; apd they had | anity, in the fact that at no time, neither 
eagerly watched the result of your mission, before nor since, have so many copies of 
in the hope that it would secure to them Turkish Scriptures been sold to Mohamme- 
their rights, both religious and political. dans as during the excitement of last year. 

“Many Mobammedans, too, were looking If the strong arm of the Government had 
to you in the hope that the chains of their been brought to bear directly against 
bondage might be broken, and that they | movement, we know not what, under 
would be free openly to worship God as | might have been accomplished by this 
their consciences dictate. There isa Mollah |in bringing the 
may be the sentiments of 


in the city from which I write who has been 
known for many years as a secret follower of 
Christ. We have often urged him openly to _ 
avow himself a Christian, let the consequences | 
be what they might. He is sure it would be 
certain death to do so, and hence he has 
shrunk from it. A few years ago he visited 
Constantinople in the hope of enjoying 
greater religious liberty, bearing from us 
letters of introduction to our missionary 


FE 


who, to show the wilful misrepresentations of friends there; but while on the way, and 
a 

| 
i} 


forsake his people.” 


fulfilling; yet our hope 


is bringing us new cases of perse- 
he interior, and the Porte always 


£3. 


tees of religious liberty. | behalf of religious liberty in our country. 


Government to the fulfil- 
and when he was unable to get satisfaction, | promising, but never 


Many times we have called the attention of | Every mail 
the English Consulate to irregularities here, | cution in t 
he has been obliged to appeal to the Ambas- | is in God, who will never 


take a more decided stand than ever 
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